Yea End{ Report

The Armory Youth Project celebrates a year of positive youth development!
Thank you for your collaboration, volunteer hours, and your support to make 2024 a success!

National
Adolescent Health
Month™

Young people need
safe environments
and caring adults in
order to maximize
their mental health.

-Jessica Swafford Marcella, DASPA
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This November, the Armory Youth Project (AYP) focused on the character strength
of gratitude. AYP implemented Discover You curriculum lessons that taught
youth to recognize and express thankfulness in their daily lives.

The month kicked off with

blessings.

Another project encouraged students to identify local Hometown Heroes and
express their community appreciation through handwritten cards. Over 100
custom cards filled with heartfelt messages were delivered to hometown heroes
including hospitals, fire stations, police station and more.

To wrap up, AYP hosted its first
volunteers shared a sit- down meal including all the holiday favorites.
Friendsgiving included opportunities to share gratitude and lessons on how to set
a table, table manners, and how to be helpful at mealtime.

Each month the lesson curriculum and daily activities include different
character strengths. Scan the QR code below to watch the new AYP video!
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Escdbe Room
Empower

Arts & Crafts
Tutoring

Guitar Lessons
Creative Writing
Financial Fun
Importance of Sleep
Young Life Ministry
Fishery Field Trip
Book Club

Present Making

in the Lego Masters class. Students *
built Legos while building friendships and newfound appreciation for their

dinner. The youth, staff, and

2024 FUNDED
’

Cooking Classes
Boater's Safety
Garden Club
Sew What Camp
Rockin Rockets
Garden Club
Outdoor Skills
Environmental Education
Safe Sitter

CPR/ First Aid
Sleigh Rides

o Volleyball,
Horsesho

e Archery Tag

Special Events

5th Grade Orientation
Manistee Arts & Crafts Show
Soar Into the Future
Summer Kick Off
Spooktacular
Friendsgiving
First Light Tree Lighting
New Year's Pizza Party

olf & Basketball

Website & Video




% FUNDING

The Armory Youth Project 2024 annual
operational budget of $354,991 includes all
administration, programming, facility,
personnel (program team), and supply costs.

The program operates a 20,000 square feet
building on four acres. The facility includes a
full-size gym, multiple classrooms, a
commercial kitchen, stage, open bay recreation
room, outdoor basketball court, disc golf
course, and a garden. The facility is open for
community rental outside of youth
programming hours.

As we work to keep the facility safe and
secure for our students, we want to give a
special thank you to our friends at the
Manistee County Community Foundation for
arecent grant award of $61,588. The grant
supported by the Minger Family Endowment
Fund will help us provide a plumbing capital FUNDS RAISED TO DATE
improvement project. The project
implementation will take place in 2025.

The Armory Youth Project is funded by
community donations, sponsorships, grants )

and community events.

Year to date AYP has raised $311,000 through 120000
individual and corporate donations, business 100000
sponsorships, local and state grants, newsletter gy50q
promotions, the Manistee Arts & Crafts show,

facility rental, and the annual Showcase 60000
Breakfast. 40000
20000

We thank you for your continued support to I
0]

provide positive youth programming in
Manistee County!

Donations Sponsors Grants Events

Thank you




. Online:

. Text to Give:

. Scan QR Code

To provide a safe environment where young people can
build community and be encouraged in their educational,
emotional, physical, and Christian spiritual development.

The Armory Youth Project (AYP) is a community
YEAR —‘END resource for youth development. We encourage you
to visit our website, schedule a tour, and learn more

GIVIN G I about opportunities to contribute.
[ ]

AYP would not be possible without your time, your
treasure, and your talent. We continue to seek new
volunteers, new funding, and new passions for youth
development.

Will you help invest in the future of our youth?

To meet our 2024 operational budget, we have a final
year-end funding goal of $45,000. AYP is blessed to
have secured $6,100 from return donors in matching
donations to help kick start our year-end push. For
every dollar up to $6,100 your contribution doubles
in impact.

Whether your gift is a one-time donation, a multi-year
investment, or a gift of stock, your support makes a

difference and contributes to the growth e
and development of our youth. me build my

confidence.”
Olivia

“We have a dedicated team of staff g
. . ‘

armoryyouthproject.com/donate and volunteers who are building

connections and positive outlooks

Text the amount to one child at a time.”

231-866-8339

Janice Davidson,
AYP Executive Director

- Return Envelope




